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FROM THE EDITOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to season 2014-15 which, weather permitting, promises to be a real “summer of cricket.”  
A most pleasant addition to the Premier Cricket scene for this season will be the new pavilion at 
the University of Melbourne Oval, (see front-cover picture), aptly named “The Ernie Cropley 
Pavilion” after the former, long-serving curator and most loyal supporter of both University cricket 
and football clubs, following his retirement.  The pavilion was officially opened by His Excellency 
the Honourable Alex Chernov AC QC, Governor of Victoria, during a ceremony on Monday, 15th 
September, 2014.  What will be so pleasing to cricket enthusiasts is the preservation of the conical 
tower which was an integral part of “The Pav,” as the former University of Melbourne pavilion had 
been known to generations of past students, not only on account of its heritage-listed status but 
because the Club would have insisted on its being preserved, out of respect for “cricket tradition.”  
It remains to be seen if future generations of Melbourne University cricketers will continue to use 
the familiar term, “The Pav,” despite the most worthy new name of “The Ernie Cropley Pavilion.”  
In regards to the building itself, while the facilities for umpires were not open at the time the front-
cover picture was taken, I am reliably informed that umpires with residential addresses in all areas 
of Melbourne and its surrounding suburbs, will be regularly volunteering to umpire at the University 
of Melbourne oval, because of the quality of these facilities. 
We are pleased to note that Umpiring Manager, Richard Patterson, was reinstated by Cricket 
Victoria, after his “probationary year.”  Indeed, Richard indicated during August that he was keen 
to continue his column, “From the Desk of the Umpiring Manager” for Law 43 throughout this 
coming season.  In this first issue he reflects on his aspirations for each of you under his tutelage 
this season, from the most senior umpires to the “new recruits.”  There will be some changes and 
it is interesting to read his plans in response to the end-of-season survey which many of you would 
have completed earlier this year. 
The usual columns “From the Editor” and “… And the President” will continue although in the 
former I shall do my best to provide an overview for readers as to what is contained in each issue.  
The latter column will invariably contain important items of business from your Committee of 
Management which will be particularly pertinent this season as we approach the hosting of the 
Easter 2015 exchange with our South Australian colleagues, including the 39th Biennial Crockett 
Shield.   
As was done in the first issue for season 2013-14, your Committee of Management for the coming 
season and those undertaking other important duties for your Association, are introduced to you 
with a brief “bio” and an image for each such member. 
Many readers will recall that John Ward was selected to umpire the Bupa Sheffield Shield Final, 
between New South Wales and Western Australia, held at Manuka Oval on 21-25 March, 2014 
and to which John was appointed with Simon Fry.  Shortly after that final, I invited John to prepare 
an article for publication in the first issue for this season, which he promised to do.  True to his 
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word, John has prepared this article giving you his impressions of this “first” in his umpiring career 
and I commend his article to you. 
Following the announcement of the 13 new Panel Members for the coming season, an offer was  
made to each of them to introduce themselves to you, the readers, by sending brief outlines of 
themselves, their previous umpiring and/or playing careers and, where appropriate, their work and 
family commitments.  At the time of completing this issue, I have already received seven of these 
“bios,” from Ras van der Merve, Neil Schlittler, Rob Sturgeon, Tony Medina, Stuart Black, Mohan 
Nair and Theonè van der Merve.  Space in this issue has enabled me to publish the first three of 
these along with the image which was submitted in each case.  The latter four will appear in the 
October issue and I look forward to receiving and publishing the remaining six “bios” and 
(hopefully) images, in subsequent issues.  I should also add in this context, that should we receive 
any new Association memberships from Scorers, I shall offer them a similar option to inform the 
readership on aspects of their backgrounds. 
As mentioned above, Easter 2015 is a most significant time for the Association and one member 
of the Easter 2015 Subcommittee, Alan McCarthy, has prepared some brief notes as an 
introduction to this important event.  There will be regular reminders about Easter 2015, 
throughout all issues this season, as we endeavour to win back the coveted Crockett Shield. 
Finally, as has become the trend in recent Volumes of Law 43, the ongoing VCAUSA Calendar is 
published on the back cover. 

Trevor Finlayson 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 

ODD SPOT – GAMBLERS TAKE HEED! 

Punter ‘Shocked’ to Death after Bet on WT20C Final Goes Wrong 
A Sri Lankan fruit seller suffered a “massive” heart attack and died after he lost a $A325 bet that 
India would win the World T20 Championship (WT20C) final in Dhaka, according to a Colombo 
police report.  S.P. Kumara placed the 40,000 Rupee bet on the eve of the match, wrongly 
predicting Sri Lanka would repeat its failure at three previous international tournaments and lose to 
India. 
A police official told reporters that Kumara had gone to a bookmaker in Gampaha, some 20 kms 
north-east of Colombo and placed “a fairly large bet” and watched the match on television there.  
“When Sri Lanka won the match, he could not believe it,” said the police spokesman, for “It was 
the second time he had backed the wrong team.”  (He had bet $A1,000 on Sri Lanka to clinch the 
last WT20C title in 2012 only to see his home country lose to the West Indies.) 
Kumara is said to have collapsed and after admission to hospital in Gampaha, he was pronounced 
dead.  An inquest on Monday was told that the man had no known medical condition, and reports 
say police “suspect the shock of losing the bet triggered the heart attack.” 

(from Playing the Game Issue 1331 (20 April, 2014)) 



Volume 21 Number 1 2014-2015 Page 6 
 

 

… AND THE PRESIDENT 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to another season of officiating in Premier Cricket.  By now most of us will have dusted 
off our kit bag and started the countdown to the first Saturday in October.  Our umpiring manager, 
Richard Patterson, has been busy alerting us to the changed rules and playing conditions, getting 
us to complete our SMART goals and informing us of a new initiative, video analysis feedback for 
umpires.  It promises to be another interesting year of cricket both on and off the field. 
For the VCAUSA, another Annual General Meeting has passed and your re-elected committee 
have been busy planning your program of activities and events for the next six months.  This 
program may be viewed by accessing the VCAUSA website or referring to the back pages of this 
first issue of Law 43.  I encourage all members, especially those new umpire and scorer members, 
to come along to one of these scheduled events and to become involved in your Association. 
Two of the three stated purposes of our Association are (1) the protection and furtherance of the 
interests of CV umpires and scorers and (2) provision of support and assistance to Cricket 
Victoria.  Following the disbanding of the CV umpires’ liaison committee last season, it was agreed 
that I would meet informally twice a year with Richard Patterson with these stated purposes in 
mind.  I can report that our first meeting was a successful one and we discussed a range of issues 
including: umpire benefits; Easter assistance; membership initiatives; and joint planned activities 
for 2014-15.  
Hopefully by now, you will have received your 2014-15 membership renewal and/or application 
form from our hardworking secretary, Dan Bomford.  This Association is only as strong as its 
membership so I encourage you to again show your support by becoming a financial member.  I 
further note that there has been no increase in membership fees for this year.  Without your 
ongoing support, the Association would be unable to continue its program of activities and 
expenditures and represent your interests.  Any member of the committee would be pleased to 
discuss any aspect of membership that concerns any umpire or scorer member. 
I also take this opportunity to welcome those new CV panel umpires to the new season and hope 
they will also become members of our association. 
Good luck to you all in the coming weeks for an enjoyable, weather-uninterrupted and fruitful start 
to the season. 
 

Gerry Schembri 



Volume 21 Number 1 2014-2015 Page 7 
 

 

FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRING MANAGER 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to season 2014/2015.  It is a season that promises to be a very busy one for both the 
Domestic and International schedules.  In fact I believe there will be 342 days of cricket played in a 
six-month period.  Such action promises to open up opportunities right across the board, from our 
International Panel umpires in Australia down to Premier Cricket. 
Preparation 
There will be times during the year where opportunities will arise and it is the fully prepared umpire 
who will be able to take advantage of these opportunities.  It is for this reason that planning and 
preparation for the coming season should be underway for each of you individually. 
“Officials are responsible for their own actions”.  This means being responsible for more than the 
decisions we make and the way we conduct ourselves during a match or event:  more than just 
the procedures and protocols we use.  Being responsible for your own actions is also about the 
responsibility to be prepared for the season.  How you: 

• Manage your time 
• Set goals (completion of SMART Goals and Game Plans) 
• Mentally and physically prepare 
• Make sure you stay up-to-date on the current management, laws and rules of our game 

To manage all of this you should have in place a professional and personal development plan.  
There are a number of areas which should give you an idea of the responsibilities that umpires 
should be thinking about. 
Elements of Development 

• technical 
• skills 
• mental 
• physical 
• performance 

with a specific focus in each of the below: 

• concentration 
• preparation 
• fitness 
• training 
• vision 
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• positioning 
These items are about consistency and are just as important in pre-season as during games. 
Time Management and Organisation 
Good life balance factors in work, family, study, personal time, training and game time.  Stress and 
poor training and performance are normally good indicators that things are not in balance.  A well-
developed timetable will integrate your training- and match-time with your normal, daily activities: 

• Nutrition and hydration - know when and what to eat to ensure good results; 
• Be planned and organised, but always prepare for when things don’t go according to plan; 
• Equipment - make sure any equipment you need is clean and in working order; and 
• Travel - give yourself plenty of time to arrive at your appointed match. 

Mental and Physical 
Many on-lookers believe, as Cricket Umpires, we do not need to have a high fitness level as all we 
do is “stand around” all day.  We do stand around all day, but for up to seven hours per day.  This 
requires us to have strong leg and core muscles to ensure that we are able to “stand around” all 
day.  An exercise program that focuses on an easy but regular walking program and core muscle 
exercises will suffice for most umpires.  Those who wish to move into higher grades and higher 
honours may wish to increase the level of fitness they have. 
Mental toughness and how you cope starts well before the season begins.  Physical and mental 
training go together pre-season, particularly if you are doing practice matches.  It is important to 
umpire in practice matches exactly the way you would during the season.  Your routines should 
come naturally during a game, which then allows you more time to concentrate on skills and 
techniques which affect your decision-making. 
Currency and Rules 

• Attend any Laws and Rules discussions to update knowledge prior to and during the 
season (SINs and T&D).  Even if you have completed the same course the year before it is 
always good to refresh your knowledge. 

• Reading the Laws and Playing Conditions is the obvious way of staying current, but even 
more important is learning how to apply the Laws and rules – having an understanding of 
their application and their interaction with other laws and rules is essential. 

• Use the knowledge of more experienced officials.  Do you have a mentor?  They are a 
great resource. 

Some may have already begun to prepare for the season and may have been working on changes 
to routines, fitness and knowledge of laws, etc.  However it is never too late to start.  With only two 
weeks to the start of the season it is perhaps now time to begin your preparations.  Aim to prepare 
well for the season, work hard to maintain and improve your performance every time you officiate, 
and always aim for consistency. 
The Coming Year in Coaching/Training and Development  
At the end of last season, I requested a survey be completed by you all.  There were several 
different questions but the main one being:  “From your experience how could coaching of 
Umpires be improved?” 
We have taken on board comments made and will make some changes to the way we provide 
feedback/training and development/coaching.   
Some of the changes are listed below: 
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Siliconcoach 
Survey comment:  “I thought the video feedback idea was great - seeing a short video of me 
umpiring was probably the best feedback I have had.” 
By now each of you would have received a log-on and initial password for Siliconcoach and I hope 
that you have logged on and changed your password and have completed a tour of the site.  
Siliconcoach Live is an online tool which allows the downloading of video for individual analysis 
and two-way feedback, along with a group communication function which allows for the easy 
dissemination of video footage and documents which can form the basis of a group discussion. 
Siliconcoach Live allows us to: 

• Upload :  Upload videos directly from a PC, Mac, iPad or iPhone, directly to Siliconcoach 
Live; 

• Analyse :  Use analysis tools to provide feedback; and 
• Share:  Network and share your analysis with others in Siliconcoach Live. 

The website detail for Siliconcoach Live is https://live.siliconcoach.com/ 
We have obtained a second video camera for the coming season and, as such, we will be able to 
obtain more video footage throughout the year.  If you are “caught” on camera during the season, 
the footage will be edited and uploaded to Siliconcoach for your viewing pleasure.  Feedback will 
be given via the analysis tab in Siliconcoach. 
Captains Feedback 
Survey Comment:  “One aspect that could assist is access to captains’ comments each round as 
opposed to the score.  The comments where umpires can improve, particularly from a captain who 
has constructive and informative feedback, is much more valuable to improving performance than 
receiving the score.” 
My plan for the coming season is you will receive any meaningful feedback from the Captains’ 
reports immediately after each round, via e-mail.  These will be e-mailed by either Tuesday or 
Wednesday, following completion of each round.  If you do not receive an e-mail from me during 
this time frame, then there have been no comments made by the captains or the feedback is 
meaningless.  Meaningless feedback along the lines of “Freddy is a good bloke” will not be sent.  
The comments sent to you will be around decisions and communication, etc.  Of course this will be 
dependent on the amount of comments made by the skippers. 
You will still receive the same comments in your half-year and end-of-year reports. 
Homework 
Survey Comment:  “More training on people and match management scenarios would be good.  I 
think it is the individual’s job to know the laws and playing conditions, and this can be done by 
study, but situation management is a harder skill to learn.” 
Survey Comment:  “Has thought been given to providing online units of work that revise the 
Laws?” 
At today’s SINs you will notice (or have noticed) there were no calculations for One-Day Matches 
completed.  The reason for this is you will be receiving “homework”.  The homework is to be 
completed and returned to me.  This homework will consist of some calculations and general Law 
and Playing Condition questions pertinent to One-Day games.  You are allowed to use the Playing 
Conditions booklets and there will be calculation sheets for your use attached to the e-mail.  This 
type of “homework” for Two-Day and T20 calculations and other Laws and Rules will continue 
during the season. 
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Training and Development Meetings 
Survey Comment:  “I think that the T&Ds were a lot more enjoyable this year with the forming of 
groups for the session for scenario discussions.  This gave a lot more members the chance to be 
involved in discussion rather than just a few members who pushed the same line each year.” 
Survey Comment:  “Differentiation of the activities, e.g., some people need to work on LBW.  So, 
form a group of these guys to go through this with a senior umpire.  Others need people skills.  So, 
Group 2 does this while the LBW class goes on, etc., for experienced umpires.”  
The team aspect from last year will continue.  The slight difference is that each team will have a 
Captain for the year.  The captain will be responsible for appointing scribes and presenters during 
the season.  During the season there will be quizzes on Laws and Playing conditions.  Scores 
from these quizzes will be added during the season and the winning team announced at the 
February T&D meeting.  Prizes are yet to be decided but I do have a lot of golf balls lying around 
my office. 
Training on match scenarios e.g., LBW, run outs, etc., will be conducted during T&Ds as we have 
some very good videos that can and will be used.  An attempt will be made to make the Training 
and Development meetings more engaging and pertinent to your everyday umpiring.   
The following comment was made in the end of season survey: “I think there should be more 
opportunity for us umpires to share our match-day experiences or mistakes made so that the other 
umpires can learn from them.” 
I believe this to be a correct statement.  If you have anything to share, please do not be afraid to 
contact me by phone or e-mail to tell of your “experience or mistakes”.  If we use your situation at 
a T&D you shall remain anonymous (unless you wish own up to it).  Daryl and I have worked hard 
over the winter months in trying to ensure the feedback we provide will be both quick and 
meaningful.  I admit we will not always get it right during the season and some will be disappointed 
with the amount of feedback you may or may not receive.  What I can promise is that we will 
continue working to ensure we are building and improving the services we supply to you so you 
may continue to umpire in the best domestic competition in Australia. 
(Editorial Insert:  In addition to the above suggestion, if you have any incident or experience from a match-day 
situation which you would like to share with all other readers of Law 43, please commit your thoughts to a *.doc file (or 
its equivalent) and email it to the Editor (trevorf@unimelb.edu.au) or post it to the VCAUSA Honorary Secretary 
(mailing address on page 1 of this issue). 

Ed.) 

1st Year Umpires Panel 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome to Cricket Victoria the following members of the 1st 
Year Umpires’ Panel: 
Nav Arora, Stuart Black, Don Dissanayake, Vivek Kumar, Tony Medina, Mohan Nair, Matthew 
Robertson, Neil Schlittler, Rob Sturgeon, Ras van der Merwe, Theone van der Merwe, Peter 
Williams and Jamie Wyatt. 
Please take the time to introduce yourselves and make our new members welcome. 
As I noted at the start of this column there will be opportunities abounding this season and it will 
be the fully prepared umpire who will be able to grab hold and take advantage of these 
opportunities. 
I wish you all the best for the coming season.  

Richard Pattison 
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MEET YOUR COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT FOR 2014-15 
President:  Gerry Schembri  Gerry joined the CV umpires panel in season 
2006/07 and has umpired a total of 135 Premier and VWCA matches.  Prior to 
joining the CV Panel, Gerry spent one season umpiring in the Victorian Sub-District 
Cricket Association after a twenty year absence from the game due to family and 
business commitments.  After four years as treasurer of the VCAUSA, Gerry 
assumed the position of President in season 2012/13.  Gerry currently works as a 
consultant accountant, is married to Sylvie and has two children. 

Vice-President and Co-Coordinator of Social Cricket Matches:  Alan McCarthy  
Alan joined the panel in 2008 and the committee in 2013.  He has umpired 97 
Premier matches, starting in the Fourths and now in the Seconds.  Alan played sub-
district cricket with Frankston and Ormond and has coached at junior and senior 
levels.  Alan also played in the Melbourne mid-week competition for Victoria Police.  
Alan coaches primary school students in a variety of sports, including cricket, for the 
Australian Sports Commission.  Alan is married to Sue and has three children. 

Secretary:  Dan Bomford  Dan is one of the four Victorian Premier umpires who 
have umpired in excess of 500 Premier (or higher level) games (535 by the end of 
season 2013-14) although in Dan’s case these have all been Premier games, the 
majority of which have been in First Grade.  Dan commenced with the VCA in 
1979 and has served the Association in the roles of Secretary (seven seasons, 
1985-6 to 1987-8 and 2010-11 to the present), Treasurer (12 seasons, 1983-84, 
1984-85 and 1993-94 to 2002-03) and Vice-President (five seasons, 2005-06 to 
2009-10).  He was awarded Life Membership of the Association in 1989.  Dan and 
wife Bernadette enjoy their family life with three children and three grandchildren 

and somehow Dan still finds the time for his “other loves,” running half marathons and serving as 
Senior Goal Umpire in the Southern Football League during the “off-season.” 

Treasurer, “Law 43” Editor and Immediate Past President:  Trevor Finlayson  
Trevor has been on the panel since 2003.  He has umpired 173 Premier matches, 
mostly in the Thirds and Fourths, with a few in the VWCA.  Following three years as 
Social Organiser for the Association, he was President from 2008-13 and then 
Treasurer in season 2013-14.  Trevor’s playing career was in Central Queensland, 
Brisbane, England and Melbourne where he played over 300 games for the former 
Monash University Cricket Club of which he is a Life Member.  Upon retirement 

from playing he undertook one season of umpiring in the Sub-District Cricket Association prior to 
joining the Premier panel.  Trevor is married (to Jill) and has three children and six grandchildren. 

Committee Member (Scorers):  Janet Howard  Jan is the 1st XI Scorer for the 
Ringwood Cricket Club (RCC).  She first scored for RCC in the 1965-66 season, 
when the Club was in Subbies.  Marriage and an intermittent stint with Deepdene 
CC occupied the early 1970s.  Jan returned to RCC as their 1st XI scorer in the 
1976-77 season (RCC’s 3rd in District/Premier cricket) and still remains there.  
Husband Lindsay commenced scoring for the RCC 2nd XI in the 1991-92 season.  
Jan was first appointed to State duties in 1991.  Career highlights include the 

Club’s back-to-back 1st XI premierships (with the same eleven players) in 2007-08 and 2008-09.  
Jan (and Lindsay) took out membership of the VCAUSA immediately scorers were admitted 
(2001) and Jan joined the Association’s committee soon after, holding roles of general committee 
person, treasurer and secretary at various times during the period 2003-2011.  Jan rejoined the 
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Committee last season to ensure that scorers (and women) have some level of representation in a 
very male-dominated, umpire environment!!  Jan’s record of 711 matches as a Scorer (including 
136 at above Premier level) is most impressive.  She was awarded Life Membership of the 
Association in 2011. 

Committee Member (Umpires):  Luke Edwards  Luke has been a member of the 
Premier Umpiring Panel since the 2009/10 season.  He has umpired 87 Premier 
matches with the majority of those games being in the Third XI.  Luke has been a 
Committee Member of the association for the past three years and is responsible 
for looking after both the VCAUSA Website and Facebook Page. 
Committee Member (Umpires):  Tony Ventura  Tony joined the CV panel 1999-
00 and has umpired 258 Premier matches over all grades.  Tony also umpired in 
the Sub-District Association for one season before joining the CV panel.  He also 
played for 16 years in the Jika Cricket Association (now Northern Metropolitan 
Cricket Association) for Preston Druids CC.  Tony has been an Association 
committee member for several years in the roles of Vice-President and Committee 

Member.  His major role on the committee has been the organisation of our social cricket matches.  
All members who still have their “competitive juices” flowing can still get involved.  All you need to 
do is make it known and make yourself available.  Tony is married (to Teresa) and has two 
children, one of each. 

…. AND OTHER OFFICE HOLDERS FOR THE ASSOCIATION 
Social Organiser:  John Collins  John commenced as an Umpire with the then 
VCA during the 1990-91 season and has umpired 376 Premier matches across all 
grades but with a majority in the Seconds.  For the past five years, he has been in a 
position of mentoring new umpires for Cricket Victoria.  John was President of the 
Association from 2005-6 to 2007-8 and has served as Social Organiser since then.  
In this task he has been most efficiently supported by his wife, Suzanne.  He was 
awarded Life Membership of the VCAUSA in 2010.  In cricket outside of CV, John 

is involved with The Crusaders, having toured and umpired in the UK, Europe and Asia – 
experiences he well remembers.  Having retired from full-time employment at Xavier College in 
August, 2013, John would like to recommend retirement to all those thinking about it! 

Miscellaneous Appointments Officer:  Darrell Holt  Darrell has been on the CV 
panel since 1980.  Including First-Class appointments, he has umpired 563 CV 
matches.  Darrell’s playing career extended across Garfield, Northcote & Preston 
and Heidelberg District (all now defunct).  Currently he is the Umpiring Director for 
North-West Metropolitan CA, following 16 years as Director for Heidelberg District 
CA.  He has been awarded Life Membership of the VCAUSA, NWMCA, Heidelberg 

District CA and Diamond Valley/Northern Football Leagues.  In 1999 Darrell was awarded a 
Churchill Fellowship to study cricket umpiring and scoring in the UK.  He confesses to being 
married to a “long-suffering, cricket widow”, Heather, with one grown-up daughter.  As the 
Association’s Miscellaneous Appointments Officer, Darrell has a number of client organisations 
regularly seeking umpires for a broad range of mid-week matches. 

Badges and Accessories:  Glenn Cumming  Glenn first joined the panel in 1996 
and has umpired 308 matches across all grades.  In recent seasons he has also 
served as a Mentor in Fourth Grade.  He has been in this role for the last four 
seasons and would be delighted to dispose of stock items from his home, for an 
acceptable price. 
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WA bowler, Michael Hogan, 
celebrates a “good” umpiring 
decision – one of four CBs he was 
awarded in the NSW 1st Innings.  As 
appropriate, the umpire is not the 
focus of attention of the 
photographer.  (Image courtesy of Getty) 

 

2013-14 BUPA SHEFFIELD SHIELD FINAL 

In March, 2014, I was privileged to be selected to umpire the Shield final with my good friend and 
colleague Simon Fry.  This would be my second final and Simon’s fifth.  New South Wales had 
won the right to host the match against Western Australia and due to a baseball game being 
scheduled at the SCG, Manuka Oval, Canberra was to be the venue.  Since this match, Manuka 
has been awarded a One-Day International to be played in November and the final of the BBL T20 
competition.  Cricket Australia value this ground highly and we can expect more high-profile 
matches to be played there in the future.  We were required to arrive in Canberra two days prior to 
the game in order to attend the CA Cricket Awards luncheon and it was good to see Simon Fry win 

the umpire of the year.  Canberra is an interesting place and it 
was no inconvenience spending an extra day exploring the 
Botanical Gardens (match referee our very own Bob Stratford got 
chased by an irate Water Dragon) and the Telstra Tower. 
Curators have historically rolled out very flat, batsman-friendly 
pitches in Shield finals and this was no exception.  When NSW 
won the toss they had no hesitation in deciding to bat.  I’ve always 
believed that flat pitches put a bit of extra pressure on umpires for 
if you happen to miss a nick or inexplicably reprieve a batter after 
a strong LBW appeal, they could still be batting a day later.  It’s a 
situation we’ve all been in and know full well the fielding team will 
keep reminding you in the hope you might make amends.  
Thankfully I had a good shout for LBW early in the first hour and 
Nick Maddinson didn’t even look at me before he walked off 
(always good to get the first one out the way with no dramas).  

NSW batted for 168.5 overs with the highlight being a Moises Henriques century, after coming in 
at 5/189.  Ryan Carters and Steve Smith made 72 and 75 respectively, and, with Trent Copeland 
and Nathan Lyon putting on 95 for the ninth wicket, NSW reached a healthy total of 447. 
WA began their first innings late on day two and after one fiery over from young speedster, Josh 
Hazlewood, they were 2/0.  Worse was to come as he scythed through the WA top order and had 
them teetering at 4/10 including a brilliant direct hit to run out Marcus North.  Nightwatchman Ryan 
Duffield became Hazelwood’s 4th victim just before rain washed out most of day three.  Hazlewood 
finished with figures of 6/50 and in my opinion was man of the match.  We do however live in a 
democracy and I was out voted by my colleagues (I like the idea of being out-voted in Canberra) 
and Moises Henriques was awarded man of the match honours. 
We resumed on day four with the game destined for a draw.  WA were bowled out for 180 with 
resistance from Mitch Marsh (92 no).  WA left-arm bowler, Jason Behrendorff, had fellow 
Canberran, Ryan Carters, LBW first ball of NSW’s 2nd innings but that’s as good as it got for WA.  
Steve Smith made an entertaining century before the game was called off at tea on day 5. 
There is an enormous sense of relief and satisfaction for umpires and match referees after a high 
profile match and this was the case here.  The result is always important in Shield finals but there 
is also a lot of scrutiny on performance.  When players are selected for higher honours their Shield 
final feats are often mentioned and I’m sure this applies to officials as well.  Finals appointments 
are a reward for a solid season and an opportunity to showcase your skills at the highest level of 
your competition. 

Cheers, John Ward 



Volume 21 Number 1 2014-2015 Page 14 
 

Ras, with his wife, Lenie and 
daughter, Theoné. 

MEET OUR NEW PANEL MEMBERS 
Thirteen new members have joined the Panel for the coming season.  Each was invited to provide 
a short “bio” for readers of “Law 43.”  The following “bios” have been received to date and we shall 
look forward to publishing more in subsequent issues, as they are received. 

Ed. 
----------------------------------------------------------- 

Ras van der Merwe:  I was brought up in South Africa as one of identical twins and two more 
brothers, all within the space of three and a half years.  My parents were Afrikaans speaking and 
huge sports enthusiasts.  At school level, I played traditional South African sports, namely rugby, 
cricket, tennis and athletics.  After school, whilst still actively playing rugby and cricket, I 
broadened these horizons by taking up squash, golf and table tennis, at club level and cemented a 
profile as a sports junkie.   
Professionally, I qualified as a secondary school teacher with Biology as method.  My current 
employer is Mount Waverley Secondary College where I teach Biology, Science and Maths. 

Our family, consisting of my wife and our three children aged 6, 13 
and 15 at the time, was fortunate to be granted permanent residency 
visas and immigrated to Australia in 2002.  Citizenship followed soon 
after and we have now happily settled down in the south-eastern 
suburbs of the world’s most liveable city. 
Early on this year, my youngest daughter expressed interest in 
becoming a cricket umpire.  Selfishly, I immediately saw this as an 
opportunity for me to get off the couch on weekends and to get more 
involved in the game that I have followed almost religiously since 
childhood.  Consequently, we both enrolled for the winter course and 

were excited to be selected on to the Premier panel for 2014/15.   
My experience as an umpire is restricted to five years of coaching and umpiring the school cricket 
team where I taught in South Africa.  

------------------------------------------------------------- 
Neil Schlittler:  Greetings.  To those who don't have the ability to pronounce my 
name without bursting into fits of giggles, I am also known as Schlitz. 
I have formally umpired five overs of cricket in my life, but like most players, was an 
expert at making LBW decisions from Gully, so really I have been umpiring Premier 
Cricket for 21 years.  At the same time I was also playing for the Prahran Cricket 
Club where I started in the Dowling Shield in 1992 and then progressed to the First 
XI.  22 years and 79 bad umpiring decisions later, I decided to retire from playing as 
combining playing, three kids and Police shift work, made getting to training a bit of 

a chore. 
Bob Parry sparked my interest in Umpiring about four years ago and I have been monitoring you 
guys very closely ever since!  I am hoping I can use my playing experience and conflict 
management skills through policing to my advantage.  The rules/laws part could be tricky though.  
Like most players I had no idea about most of them.  I have enjoyed watching the progress of ex-
players Shawn Craig and David Sheppard and hopefully can emulate their rise through the 
umpiring ranks.  I am under no illusions on how hard this will be.   
I look forward to sharing a cup of tea and a biscuit with you at a game soon. 
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Victorious Victorians – Easter, 2011 
(L→R):  Bill Ellemor (Umpire), Cyril Andrews 
(Drinks), Alan McCarthy, Rod McKinnon, Michael 
Leckie, Chris Allan, Luke Edwards, Tony Ventura, 
Zack Schloeffel, Stephen Brne, Ash Barrow, 
Trevor Finlayson (President)  
(Kneeling):  Takashi Ohira, Jan Howard (Scorer) 

(Image courtesy of Dorothy Bugg) 

Rob Sturgeon:  I am married with two boys (14 & 16).  We have all been actively 
involved with the Mount Waverley CC for the past seven years.  I started umpiring 
six seasons ago with the boys’ junior teams and went on to become a club umpire 
for the senior team last season.  
For the past 10 years I have helped organise a fortnightly social indoor cricket 
game for the Dads at the local junior school.  In 2013, I played my first season of 
outdoor cricket when Mount Waverley Junior CC decided to make a new vets team 

for the Dads.  This season I will be playing again, also helping to start up a second, new ‘Dads-
Vets’ team. 
Apart from cricket, I also enjoy golf, tennis and cycling.  During the week, I am an IT Manager for a 
Market Research company in Hawthorn.  We have a nice view overlooking Glenferrie Oval – 
perhaps it’s time for a cricket wicket there, now the Hawks have moved out? 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

THE CROCKETT SHIELD MISSION BEGINS 
The Crockett Shield cricket matches between the VCAUSA 
and the South Australian Cricket Umpires’ and Scorers’ 
Association (SACUSA) began in 1931.  They are held every 
two years at Easter and our next encounter is on 4th April, 2015 
at Wesley College, Glen Waverley. 
Currently SACUSA hold the shield after a 53-run victory in 
2013 in Adelaide.  Victoria have won 19 matches, South 
Australia have won 18 with the first match being drawn.  
Victoria’s most recent victory was at the Cricket Willow Ground 
in Daylesford, in 2011 (pictured).   
As part of our quest to regain the shield, we will play two 
matches to identify talent for the Crockett Shield team and to 
foster fellowship amongst umpires and scorers during the 
season. 

Our first match will be against the Australian Cricket Society on Sunday, 16th November, 2014 
(subject to confirmation).  The match will be followed by drinks and all umpires, scorers and their 
families are welcome. 
Our second match will be against the 49ers on Sunday, 22nd February, 2015 (subject to 
confirmation).  The match will be followed by drinks and a barbecue and all umpires, scorers and 
their families are welcome. 
Training to select the Crockett Shield team will commence at a central venue at 5.30 pm on 
Wednesday 11th February, 2015.  All VCAUSA member umpires and scorers are encouraged to 
participate.  Expressions of interest can be made in person or via text, phone or email to: 
Alan McCarthy:  Mobile:  0488 799 973 or email:  alansuemccarthy@gmail.com   
or 
Tony Ventura:  Mobile:  0409 024 104 or email:  tony.ventura@hydrochem.com.au 
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VCAUSA CALENDAR 

The 2014-15 VCAUSA calendar as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 
 

Date Activity Notes 
Tuesday, 7 October, 7:30 
pm 

VCAUSA CoM Meeting Venue: refer to Agenda or 
Secretary 

Tuesday, 14 October, 7:00 
pm 

CV T&D Meeting Morton Pavilion, Junction Oval 

Thursday, 30 October, 
8:00 pm 

Theatre Night CATS – The Musical,  
The Whitehorse Centre, 
Nunawading 

Tuesday, 4 November, 
12:00 noon 

VCAUSA Cup Day BBQ Carlton Cricket Club 

Tuesday, 11 November, 
7:00 pm 

CV T&D Meeting Morton Pavilion, Junction Oval  

Sunday, 16 November, 
11:00 am 

VCAUSA Cricket Match vs 
Australian Cricket Society 

Venue TBA 

Tuesday, 2 December, 
7:30 pm 

VCAUSA CoM Venue: refer to Agenda or 
Secretary 

Tuesday, 16 December, 
7:00 pm 

CV T&D Meeting Morton Pavilion, Junction Oval 

Tuesday, 13 January, 7:30 
pm 

VCAUSA CoM Meeting Venue: refer to Agenda or 
Secretary  

Tuesday, 20 January, 7:00 
pm 

CV T&D Meeting Morton Pavilion, Junction Oval 

Tuesday, 17 February, 
6:30 pm 

“Sausage Sizzle” and CV 
T&D Meeting 

Morton Pavilion, Junction Oval 

Sunday, 22 February, 
11:00 am 

VCAUSA Cricket Match vs 
The Forty-Niners 

Venue TBA 

Tuesday, 24 February, 
7.30 pm 

VCAUSA CoM Venue: refer to Agenda or 
Secretary  

Tuesday, 3 March, 7:00 
pm 

CV T&D Meeting (Finals 
Umpires only) 

CV, Jollimont 

Saturday, 21 March VCAUSA Finals BBQ Tent Jollimont Oval 
Friday to Monday, 3 to 6 
March 

VCAUSA/SACUSA Easter 
Event 

Glen Waverley 

Friday, 8 May VCAUSA Dinner and 
Presentation Night 

Veneto Club, Bulleen 

 
 

For that last minute Gift Idea for that special person in your life! 
 
See Glenn Cumming 
 
Association Ties only $25 
Bottles of Association Port only $5 


